
October’s Octaves  

(As published in November’s edition of Nacelle) 
 
 

To paraphrase Jim Morrison “this is nearly the end my friend.”  As we come to the end of 
the riding season, we in South Essex have made the most of the last of the good weather. 
Sadly, we lost one event due to the sad death of Queen Elizabeth. This was the Air 
Ambulance run and, out of respect, we put no alternative in place.  
 
So, the 1st activity I was involved in, was our final pub run to the nearby pub, The Ship.  We 
always do this pub at the end of the season, as we can get there whilst there is still a vestige 
of light. There were 7 bikes and 8 people. Paul V came on his new Kawasaki 900 cruiser but 
was forgiven as he has bought a nice original 1979 TR7 that he intends to give a sympathetic 
restoration that allows the original owners life with the bike shine through. 
As I said the ride there was completed in half light, the ride back is completed in the pitch 
black and is exciting out of all proportion to the risk involved.  But we all made it home. 
Secondly, I was alone in joining Paul V at the Battle of Britain memorial day in Purfleet 
where he had been invited to show his Douglas Bader tribute Speedmaster. This bike has 
become a firm favourite with many of the local shows and it’s drama, dignity, craftmanship 
and respect is always a pleasure to view. 
 
Lastly, we had our usual well attended meeting at the Royal Oak. It was marked by Peter H 
suggesting a great European short tour, to take in Ypres last post ceremony and further 1st 
WW landmarks. This will be popular with our membership, should more of the wider club 
wish to join us, more details will be found on the South Essex club website. 
 
That’s all for now. 
 
Chris O’ 
29/9/22 

 


