
Junes Jabbers  

(As published in June’s edition of Nacelle) 
 
 

Things have livened considerably in the deep south of Essex.  Sadly, I have been excluded 
from much of it by family and work commitments but, I will report on what I can. 
 
We had our first proper Sunday ride out to the ‘Brew with a view’, located in picturesque 
seaside village of Bradwell-on-Sea, which includes the aesthetically pleasing views, of a soon 
to be decommissioned, nuclear power station and the original boat that housed Radio 
Caroline.  We were 11 motorcycles with 14 people  -  we took a different route to Bradwell, 
that was a good road but a road less travelled.  On arrival, the two elderly ladies who were 
staffing the café, clearly found us a challenge with our demands of coffee, tea and 
sandwiches, instead of the previous customers who seemed content with Tango and cake. 
The problem was compounded by the appearance of a smaller band of motorcyclist and 
then a single lone wolf on a rather nice tastefully customised Bonneville.  
 
After much chatter, we made our way back homewards by the more direct route. The 
weather had proved rather cold but we were mostly dressed for the temperature.  This, in 
my and other’s opinion, has the negative effect of finding bending a bit of a trial, but hey, 
life is full of compromises. 
 
The second fun outing was to the Huntsman and Hounds, a perennial early season favourite 
ride out.   About 8 bikes with 11 folk, we were led by Martin R who took us on an enjoyable, 
but circuitous route, that meant we went through the sleepy hamlet of Bicknacre twice!  It 
appears the ambitious route, advised by the sat nav, was fraught with pitfalls, most of which 
we fell into but in true South Essex style, we extracted ourselves from it and made it to our 
destination cold, but undeterred. 
 
Thirdly was our main meeting at the always hospitable Royal Oak, where we discussed many 
issues including the relative merits of E10 as opposed to E5 petrol.  Most of us seem to 
chose E5 for our best bikes but are more circumspect when it comes to the second/ third 
bike and the family car. 
 
A final thought, I and several others independently visited the iconic  Southend Shakedown. 
This is an event we have tended to ignore, as for an official presence, but I noted that there 
were many Triumphs patronising the show and many, who looked as though they might 
have reduced our average age demographic, plus they may have been keen to join the club. 
At any rate, I for one, think it is a duty to have a presence at this type of gathering (discuss). 
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