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I am sorry to say I have managed to miss all but one of this month’s events, so this month’s 
report will be a little sparse.   I was unable to attend the Christmas feast but heard it was an 
unqualified success.  It was also not possible for me to join with the posse that attended the 
Motorcycle Live Show in Birmingham.  What I did get to, was our monthly meeting at The 
Old Windmill.  This has become a popular night out with the branch due, in no small part, to 
its good food, good ale and a pleasant location. Sadly I can’t remember what we talked 
about, but I expect it was largely centred around motorbikes. 
 
On this theme, I have been considering the reality of year-round all weather motor cycling 
and I concluded that there are only 2 viable options.  The first is to strap a square box to my 
back and deliver various consumables of variable quality and wholesomeness to the good 
folk of Southend. Option 2, and the one I have gone with, is to buy a relatively cheap bike, a 
Honda NTV, a bike I remember thinking on its release to the public gaze, that it was maybe 
the ugliest thing I had seen on 2 wheels since that 250 MZ that had the headlamp running 
into the tank.  Anyway, it performs a function without complaint or having to be lavished 
with large amounts of money. I considered a cheap Triumph but thought, no matter how 
much of a dog it might be, I would still need to employ a sizeable part of the O’May 
resources on keeping it in some sort of half decent trim, the Honda on the other hand does 
not even ask to be cleaned.  
This is my solution to being able to ride a bike for most of the year and I can still take the 
Triumph out on those sharp, clear, cold but sunny days for a satisfying blast.  
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