
September’s Sizzlers  
(As appeared in September edition of Nacelle) 

 
 
 

 
If it’s not the bloody Covid it’s the bloody rain!   It has been consistently wet even in Essex, 
but are we down hearted, no!  We have, instead, been out on our motorcycles. 
 
We started early in July,  with our regular gig at the Battlesbridge Motorcycle show and ‘yes’ 
it was sporadically wet, but we persevered.  Note of peevishness here, I know it was far 
from perfect weather but at its best, our stand was populated by at most 5 bikes and one of 
those was a Honda, courtesy of a visitor from the Ilford branch.  
Now, I am also aware that a half to two thirds of the established membership have Meriden 
bikes and very nice they are too, but not, if no one gets to ever see them.  I have had 2 
Meriden bikes, and both were largely waterproof (maybe largely is the key word in this 
sentence). Anyway, I perceive that the unwillingness to take bikes out when rain is an 
influence from Harley D culture and we should eschew it and remember when these bikes 
were manufactured, they were used to take the rider to work and back and only incidentally 
for weekend fun.  So, get the older Bonnies, Speed Twins and Thunderbirds out there and 
show them off.  
 
Well glad to have got that of my chest, better than a cold shower. 
 
Otherwise, we have had several well attended meetings - one of which we had the great 
pleasure of welcoming a contingent of the Romford RATS to the Lodge for a chinwag ,a tyre 
kick and a pint.  
 
The other run I took part in, was a terrific motorised amble up to Duxford Imperial War 
Museum.  Some went in for a look at the jaw droppingly brilliant exhibition, others decided 
that 2 hours or so round a museum in masks was too much, so wended our way home.  We 
did though find a gem of a café on the A10 called, I think, the Silver Ball.  Now expect half 
the readership to be shouting “you have never heard of the Silver Ball!”. Well, neither 
Rocket Roger, Ken B or myself had heard or visited it, but we shall make a run of it with 
others later in the year. 
 
Chris O’  


