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The last of the lifting of restrictions seem from a Motorcycle club’s perspective returned life 
to something akin to normality.  What restrictions persist are liveable with, so 3 cheers for 
that. 
 
This month South Essex have been busy and as I write this, a large proportion of the club are 
returning from a sun-soaked Walton-on-the Naze.  I was unable to be with them due to a 
previous family imperative.  This has been the pattern for the month. So I have only been 
involved in 2 rides.  
 
The first,  was a hugely enjoyable visit to Ardingly Auto-jumble. We did have to use the 
motorway network to slog down to the event, but by the time we were to return John S had 
evolved a return route that allowed us to enjoy the scenery of Sussex and Kent. The show 
itself was a diverse collection of useful stuff for all kinds of motorcycles. The only downside 
was there was no actual show. But there were enough bikes on show in the bike park to 
compensate for a lack of a formal exhibition, including memorably several Vincent’s a 
smattering of pre and just post war Nortons, many Triumphs of all types and enough Harleys 
to cover a good proportion of the county this brand was over represented due to the 
presence of a large number of mostly affable Hells Angels. 
 
The other run was only patronised by Rocket Roger and myself and was, by way of contrast, 
rather disappointing after chilly slog down motorways we found ourselves at The New 
Romney Auto-jumble.  It was, in effect,  a muddy field with a number of rickety paste tables 
with some scrap metal adorning it -  we took one look at the spectacle before us and 
decided to have a coffee and return home.  It had by this juncture of events started to rain 
making the field even muddier. This confirmed the belief that neither the Bonneville nor the 
Rocket 3 were adequate off roaders.  We did though manage a more scenic route home that 
compensated for the disappointment of the event. 
 
Chris O’ 


